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Background: To be born and die are moments that relate to our existence.

For most of humankind’s history they were considered natural events, which depended little on our will and which
we could not or should not interfere with. The scientific and technologic evolution intoduces possibilities beyond
our imagiantion. A child may be born from a woman who provides only the place where an embryo was placed
with gametes of a couple; complex machines replace vital functions, avoiding previously fatal diagnoses.
Feelings of superiority and power accompany these evolutions, We can create and destroy an human life, as we
never did before. Bioethics helps us to understand science and technology advances which, being useful to man-
kind, do not violate the human dignity.

Purpose: Analyze the ethical issues that arise from the technical and scientific evolution that we experience and that
allow us to intervene on the existence of the human being, during the processes of being born and dying. Under-
stand the implications of our interventions, in these contexts, about the own notion of person and human dignity.

Description of Philosophical perspective: Small stories are starting points for students’ bioethical reflection on
the value of human life, but also on the very concept of person and human dignity, particularly in the context of
health care provided at the beginning and end of life.

Imaginary narratives, but potentially real scenarios, problematize situations and illustrate their ethical reflection.
The dialogue with Ladriére, Lévinas, Kant, Jonas and Aristotle philosophical thought allows a reflection on the proposed
questions.

Outcomes & Implications: The defense of the Person and his Dignity and, consequently of humanity, are the main
gage of all bioethical reflection. Respect and responsibility arise as essential requirements to maintain human dignity.
The limits of my autonomy are placed upon me by the presence of the Other, and as result everything that can be
done must be ethically weighed, in order to assess at what extent it is constructive to the person and his dignity
or, on the contrary, it is or can be destructive to humanity.

With prudence and wisdom we can predict the consequences of our decision-making for which we are responsible.
In this field of decisions, at the beginning and end of life, the ability to predict is fundamental to the ethical analysis
of each particular situation.

Conclusions: From the value we give to life in general, depends the value we give it at the beginning and at the
end. We have to decentralize from our Self and reflect on the various circumstances in which technoscience is
able to lead us to the instrumentalization of the Other and of ourselves as mankind.

The reflection on the changes that this evolution can introduce in the very concept of person and on the values on
which we want to consolidate the progress of mankind are fundamental to the construction of a new ethical world.
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