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PALABOLITHIC ROCK ENGRAVINGS

AT vBRMBl,HosA, cOA vALLEY

ARCHABOT,OGICAL PARK, PORTUGAI,

Mila Sim1es tle Abreu, Anclreu Arcd, Angeb Rtssttti, l,udwig Ju.t|e

"Etched in time pnlect", by: AARP - Asxst:ittg'uo de Arte Rupestre Prtrtuguesu, Av. l). Jtt:;tt 1, rr. -5.1 -

2780 OETRAS - PORT'UGAL, phone/fux +-l5l- l-457.95.24. " Footst(ps o.f Mttn "(Cottltcnrtirtr

Archeoktg,it:tr Le Orme dall'lJorut) p.zztr Donutori di Sutgui I - 25040 - CERVENO (llS) - l'lALY, +.lt)-

3b4-4 3 3.983 Jax + 39-364 -43.43. 5 I

1 - THE DISCOVERY
The great irnportance of Cda Valley Rock Art reached the headlines o1'the Portugttese and

international press in November 1994. Even now it is taking a big place in Portuguese reseat'ch,

where a distinct division has been deflned between the so called A.C. (Anrc.r do C\u - befbre

the COa) and D.C. (Depois tlo COa - Atier the COa) Alchaeology.

The C6a Valley area was unde r the scientiflc superintendence o1' Nelsott Rebancla, a state

Archaeologist, encharged with the Cda Area at the Northern Region Depat'ttnettt (Dirccgutt

Regkmul Norte) of IPAAR (ln.ttituto Portugu1s tlo Putritnitio Arquilct:linico e Artluettl6gictt).

When the Portuguese governmenl decided in 1992 to undertakc thc c:ottstructitlrt tll'a hugc

new dant on the C6a River, a pr(xocol of collaboration was tnadc betwcen the IPPAR itnd []DP

(Elec;trit'idude tle ktrtLtgul) and Rebandrr was put rin chargc ol'the "Plano Alquekigico tlo

C6a" (archaeological plan of the COa).

Following the indications of intpact study r.nade by F-rancisco Sancle Lernos (here tntire

then 65 Archaeological sites were described includirtg 3 paintecl nre k shclters ancl an engravecl

site) he discovered in 1993, at Cauada clo lnf'erno, the l'irst palacolithic cttgravecl parrels in thc

C6a Valley. Most o1'the discovcries were uracle when the levcl ol'thc Pocinho clatrt wits lowet'ecl

by I 2 meters, leavirrg out of the water lnany big pecked ligures ol' auloclts, deers and horses.

Other panels were suddcnly discovered over the highest water level.

l'he Dam of Foz C6a was considered a fundarnentai purt ot' the strategic plarr cll' 1he

P()rtuguese Governrrrent to try to crcatL'il rrrujoI r'esel.v,ril. 01'wirter. lts cilcrFljlle ;rsl)c('t uii\
insignilicant and sarne Port wine producers were agittnst it

Curiously, no oflicial notice was made o1'the drscovcries by }le lrantlir's lc:un. lt r,vas r.rnly

in November 1994 that the Portugrrese archleolollicul corttrtrlrtit)/ llcelrrlrt: ltwarr- ttl'fhe f irrtlrrtlis.

An lnternational ntoverilcrrt [() si-rvL: tlic crrg|lrvetl rtrcks slai tc.l lttlr.l u:;ilttrtg r.aritPurgtt to',1,,1.

the conslrlrction ol'tlrc dlrin uzas launci;crl.'1'clr:r,rsiort. rltrlio lutd rtcwi;l)itilcrs lt'iii-rsf()frllcd illr:

issue iir ir political casc.

Meni['ecl by mrtrc thirn l0O ilrctcfs t;l v'rillcr iuttl iittrrl) ol itrc l'rrttilc tlittit rjt:rtty iicw rit(cf,

wrirequickly'discrlvered'tiytliclotai urhuhitlrntslllttr-r!rirrt-rtlrrrlt l'7 l<inoi thc(-iiii I-ivr:t"iirtr-i

;,rrl.jacentIJouritliver': I{itteir:rtftrsl'rst:os.Vale rkrIrigritrlu. l]cn;rscosl,tJirrca.Virlc.ili)sri!r'.stt\ics.

1.'alitr:olitlrie roek it|i ,-ti'Liit. o!lr:: ()l'll1c ,lio\t irillx)r't:iili r;r i"trl0ilr'.

A ny way i he r.l i s';o vcry wi[:i tl( )t tt tt lirt ts,.'tlti; lr.l

- in lgtil tlte so errlli:t.l "h4l.r.r'rrrcu htrisc" \1.'ls Llrs(-r()\/trtil (15 krti. sotillirtt'rt. iti,:rrtg tltl
li -lottr0 l-ivct):
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' in lc)ll8 thc area ol Siega Vcrcle, in tlre acljacent Spanish borcler, was recognized, with
lnore than 5(X) engravecl Palaeolitlric pecked figures;

. in 1992 thc arca o1' I)orningo Garcia (Segovia. Spain) began to be studied.

Tlrc tnore relevanl disc<lvcry was perhaps the Vale da Casa site, a l'cw km down flom the C6a
conl1ucttcc akrns thc l)ounl river. It was studiecl (19t32) by A. M. Baptista (now with M. V.
(iottrcs lrc: is cttchatgerl with thc'documcntation in rnarry sitcs olC6a Vrllcy arca),.iust helore

being sul-rtttcr ur:tl by the l)ocirtho l)anr, which at thc sanre tinrc subnrcrgcd rnany engravecl panels

in tlrc Ctla Vrllcy ur.ca. No pr.otest against thc dlm was rnacle. 23 engraved pancls were filund (antl

partially tritcetl or nroulcletl). arrtl lrulc than l(X) Bronzc Age graves. ln tlre engriivecl rucks were

ptcsellt (lrtr{'itot lccogttizetl as l)alacolitlric, sirlply reportcd as sinrilar to thc Mazouco ones)

ntany scrittclrctl aninral ligurcs. nctuillly irlenticll to {he ('6a ancl Verntclh<lsa ones.

2 - FITOM't't{tt DAM TO't'Htt I'ARK
'l'ltrr Movctttclt[ [o suvc ('ria Vallcy cnqravcd rocl<s wus starte-tl ancl letl by Mila Simires De

Ahretr ancl Lutlrvig.lal'lc. lrrtl irttc:r'ttationallv strstainccl hy rrurry Arclracological scholars.
Ittsliltrtirrrrs antl IJnivclsitics ([/rrlyrr',sidud dc Alculi dc Httrttn's, lrr,stitLrt o.f Art'hueolog.t'
lttrtlttrr, (/rtivcrsit( tlc l\titiar.s, l)ritis'h At'trtlant.\,, Stx'icl.t,.fitr Arrroit trrr An'ltucolo,q.\,, Uniycrsitl,
ttl llri.tlol. Arr:;tntlittn Actrtlatrr.\,trl thc Ilrrntottitic,s, IJrriyar.sitt rl Nt. . Mc.xi<o...).

Altu'having secrt (bcirrg irrvitcd l-cw houls bclirre thc Pocinho dam level elevation) lbr
tlrc l'irs( tintc: in Novcnrbcr. l9t)zl thc engraved rocks. Abrcu ancl Jaf'fe (AARP Rock Art
rcscarchcrs ancl IFITAO rcprcsortalivcs) irnnrccliately realizecl the capital importance of thc
sitc anrl thc absolute ncccssity o['saving it by stol'rlting thc lruilding oltlre darn.

For thc lirst tinrc ;trchacological rcscarchcrs, errvironnrental associations and stuclent

orgitttizlttiolts (notc thc pcculiar slogan "As gravuras nho snhern naclar - The engravings are

rrot ablc to swirrr"). worked togcthcr to rnakc ;lossible the cleatiort ol'un Archzrcological Par.k.
'T'hc Intcntational cooperation was o1'capital irnportance. linking scientilic advice to rnedia
s r,llll)ort.

'Ihe lnttvcnrcnt was obviously str<lngly opposed by EDP ancl the darn suppor{e'r's, trying ttr

rlcltrccirttc thc arclracolouical irrrportance ol'the engraved panels. In this scenery sonle "clirect

ilating" valrtcs ohtaittcd hy AMS (A. Watchrnan) arrcl Micloerosior.r (R.G. Ilcdnarik) rlethocls
(ttntlcr EDI) {irntling. which involvcd also D<lrn and Phillips -Clhlorine 36- nretlrods), were
trtilized itt a prcss cartrpaign. trying to dcrnonstrate a rccr:nI clating lirr the Palaeolithic style
Iigtrtcs.'l'hc iclca was thitt that il'thc- cntravings were Post-Paltrcolithic its irnportance would
ho rnlcrior. [Jnsucccsslul attcn]pts {o sew ancl rnould the rocks were also funded by HI)P,
tlanurging irr sornc cases thc cltgravcrl surface s.

Altcralong atrcl passionittc"light".andaliertlreeleclionofanewgovernnrentinPortugal,
l'irrally irr Nttvcnrbcl 199-5 thc builclirrg o1'thc danr was ol'ficially "suspended" (but not lorsakerr),
to clrx;1,',,. thc scicntil'ic irllp()rtancc o['thc site ancl to creatt: a cornrnissiolt lirr tlre installation
,rl iur Alchucolruical [)alk.

'l 
ltesc c'u'cttls cattsetl it sttbstatttial reorgartization of Portugucse Archaeology, witlr the

llrtttrtctl ct'crttiort ol thc IPA (lnstituto Prlrtuguesc cle Alclreologia. uncler the Dircction o1'the
,rrtlrlcologist V O..krrgc) arrcl ol'thc Archacological Park ol'COa Valley.

'I 
htrs hcint ilt utt organizing phase, ancl unrlcr the spontancous alrival o1'a large nutnber of

ttriltorlil autl intclnational tourists. the Park was inauguratecl orr August 10, 1996, undcl'the
riitcctlott ol'thc archtcologist.l. Zilhio. At the ntontcnt guides has been instructecl, booklcts,
tctortls lttttl cat.cls prirttctl. rnultirnedia applications courpiled, and two reception centers has
l,ccn ptcpalcrl itt Vilit Nova tlc Foz C6a and Castclo Mcllror. A third center is plannecl in
\lrrr.19;11n. Frottt tlresc ccntcrs tourists cln start rr guidccl tour (by the Park Jeeps. only guidcd
\ l\rts illc lrllowctl) lo Clnacla rkr lnfcrrro. Riheira clos piscos ancl penascosa, thc most ir1lportant
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engraved sites. The surveillancc is itssurccl by a private agL'ncy, prcviously working li)r thc

darn and now fbr the Park.

11 is also important to Itotice that filr the llrst tirnc a Rock Ar1 urt:a encouragcs the institLrtion

ol'an econolnic developrnent plan (called "Pro-Ll6a"), rrow l'unclecl by the Prlrtugucsc

Governrnent and the E,uropean tJnion.

With the aillt of giving a del'initivc"status" to the l)ark (antl lt thc srrnc tirrrc to thc

abandonnrent ol'the clarn). it will be Lrsclirl to linrl the wity ol' cnlarginc thc tlaily rrurnbcl of
ttturists (also to extcn.l thc local ecottotttic involvcurcnt), aucl to p|cse |vc thc llatural cnvirounre ut

(by the building ol'sotne wood-walks). which can easily tulu iulo u rlLrsty barr-en larrd.

All lntel'nationitl irrvolvetncnt sce lns rlso desirablc. to I'ind the way ot' the l'rcst rrrulti-

oriented scientific stucly, and to locatc a wilcl-like area, to leave cngravt'tl locks li'ec I'rrnr any

huntiur intervention (r-nany surlaces are actually trrced al'tcr a cornplctc washrrrg arrcl cleaning).

to rnake possible future analysis ot' patina (clating) aucl ot englavirrg tccltniqucs.

-3 - THE VERMIII-HOSA SI'[E ANI)'IHIr "l{I'CHI,]D lN'l'lMli" t'RO.lE(l't'
The Vernrelhosa site is silLratcd in a snrall latclal littlc vallc'y ou tlre orographic lcli sidc ol'

the Douro river, less than I knr down tl'onr the Cela conl'luencc in llrc l)or-rlo.

The er.rgraved rocks were cliscovct'ecl in Juue lc)9-5 by Joscj Pilclio, a Vila Novl tlc firz. C'6a

researcher.

ln this area (and also in tnost C6a Vallc'y arcas) it is errsy to l'intl rrrany veltical rerl surlaces

rrl'Xi.r1r.r Gruuvtttlttit'o Attte-Onlovit'itttto, u ,saditttatttttr.t, tnetuttrttrltlro.sctl nx'k n.'lttrc si!i<'rt,

qLturt?. on(l ulttntinunt c()tnpon(nls ttrttkc wrtlt't'arcsiotr tluite itttpo:s,tiltla. So tht nx li.s ur( r(ry
fi'(ll l)r(,\er,',etl, nol enxletl, otrl.t,(,\'ontetitncs lrurull.t,) ulli,t'ted lt.t'1hc ttultrrtrl tlatttL'lrittg ttf
( sottrctitrres lttrge) block.s ulong Ihc .rclti,st .l)tu'trtrc.t.

As in all open air rttck arl crlttcentl'atiorts, tlte rock itsell'plays a l'unrlanrcrrtal role. rrraking

ltttssible the execr.ttiott o1'the engt':rved f igures. ln this scnsc it is vcly lrr.oblrblc thlt nlar)y othcr
enS,raved sites are prese{rt in the adjircenI arels (whcrc thc schist is ltlgcly clillused), rnainl_y

llottg thc Douro river sides, pclhaps sorrowfLrlly subnrelgccl by thc Pocirrlro rlanr wutcr.
[-ooking at the lalge extcrnsion ol'llte o;-rcrt air crrgluvcd ulcas it sccrrrs thal Ilre conrrrrorr

itleaol'it cilve lirnited hidden PllacolithicAlt is to bc dil'lere ntly cousiclcrcrl. lrr the sanre wly
the cliffusecl pl'esencc oI cngraved panels closc to tlrc rivcr sitles. clcally l'clatcd lo thr; sites ol'
ilnilnal watcring, probably obliges to sl'rili in this casc the tlcf inition ol l 1l'erhistrtr-ic 

"sanctully"

ittttt sotttelhittg lttore related to the hr"rnting practice lrutl to tlrc sclrsoulrl lclltiorrship witlr a

vast territoly.

Most Cl0a Valley engravings consist in pcckecl aniural l'igules. On the coutnrry crrsravcd
rocks at Verrnelhosa site show ortly scratchecl figr-rres (nrole conrnton tharr ltccking in
Palaeolithic rock art), with represe ntations ol animals and ol'schcnratic eleurcrrts.

The work at the Verrnelhosa site, still in progress, is concluctcd by an Intelnational (l) - I -
USA - PL) tearn (coordinated by M. S. Abreu, A. Arci, A. Firssati, L. Jalle ) in tlrt-.joint p11)iL.Lr

of AARP-Footsteps of Mart"Grttvatkt noTentpo - Etclted in'I'itna", funcled by "Minis{erio da

Cultura - IPAAR - Plano Nacional de Trabalho Arqueologico".
In the geological fleld J. A. Bravo Nunez and S. A. Marc;ues are working, 13. Campos ancl

M. Coelho in organization and tracing, P F'irnharber in plrokrgraphic ckrcr.rrne ntation. J. Kolbcr
in sketching and cronservation consultalion.

The first traced surfaces, in particular rocks n. I and 4. have surlclerrly o1'teled lalge-ly

i nteresting results.

Two points arc to be <tutlined:

I . without dtlubt there is the presence ol'Palaeolithic k incls of l'igLrres: l'enralc rcpreseutations,

extinct fauna dcpiction (Megut'ero.s -fig.4, a probable Marnuroth heacl -lig. -5, schcrrratic
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Palaeolithic scratched figure.
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clcn'lcnts (rool--likc: ['igurcs -l'ig. tl-. unclulatccl bands -lig.7-. fish-like figures)

2. Iron Agc {igurcs (horses ancl a rirling warrior raising a spear -lig. ll-), still white and

without patina, covcr Palaeolithic ones

It is not possihle lilr the rnoment to ofltr a dctailed chronology: many typological
cotnparisons suggcst anyway a Solutrean-Magdalenian range.

Wecanverywell conrpilreVennclhosascratchedligures(inparticularofrockno. l)with:
. iinirnal rcpresentations of Escoural Clrve
. rool-like ligures o1'Altarnila, Lascaux arrd Escoural
. Palacolithic plaquettt,s (goat and deer Solutrean shapes, brzrnch-like Magdalenian figures)

of Parpallir Cave
. t'ernale imagcs of thc engravecl Final Magdalenian stone slab of Lalinde, of Pech-Merle,

ol' Hohlenstei n. o1' Grinnersclorl'

Even if stylistic-basecl chronology has been recently doubted (though by not yet well
tested nrethods), such a large array of comparisons renders statistically unlikely any not

Piilaeolithic-culture relatecl interpretation. All C6a Valley pecked figures add favorable elements.

No not Palaeolitlric Rock Art complex, even in the Spanish Levant style, show a similar range

of ['igures. themes ancl scenes.

Thc clcar evidcnce of Iron Age l'igures, whose scratched lines are much whiter tlran the

overlappecl Palacolithic ones, addccl to thc prcscncc in the surrouncling area of Bronze Age.

Midrllc Age:rnd colrtcrlrporirry cngravccl signs, show a complete longtirne range, still continuing,

wlrere Palacolithic t'igurcs are taking zrn incontestahle placc o1' authenticity ancl of main

liuropcan archaco losicltl untl eu I tural i rrtcrcst.

Returning to the Vcrrncllrosa particullr cviclcncc. wc should adcl klr the descriptive side a

prohable lion or leline l'igurc -l'ig. 3-, llrc reprcsentation of a horse-like or gazelle-like figure
(also whiskcrs are scratchccl) hit by a.iavelin -f ig. 3-. and the particular dorsal lines of two

cleers. wlriclr hrrnrps,.joined to thc largo ncck, rcnrler the ligure more similar to a Megaceruts

than to zr Ctn,u.s Elqtltus -l'ig. 4-. A particularly big tigure shows. th<lugh in doLrbt because of
tl'tc undcrnonstratecl existence ot'this anirnal in Portugal during the Upper Palaeolithic, a

Manrrrroth-like hcad shapc -fig. 2-.

One l'ernale ligurc witlrout a hcacl is clepictecl in sector A -tig. -5-, apparently insicle (or

overlapping) a lool'-like or hut-like figure. Twcl other t'emale tigures have been detected in

sector B: one of them slrows heacl, arms and breast -fig.6-.
Most of the animals are scratchecl in a fine way, with a little head and body, head and legs

lilled by parallcl curved lines. clepicting coat or muscle shape -fig. l-. They are oriented to the

righl sizc, being probahly involvecl in a large scene.

Rcgarcling thc Ircn Agc, rock no.4 shows tn interesting cluel scene, with two warriors handling

iklrblc pointcd spears, with typical lrcacl-clress or helrnet ancl ithyphallic attitucle -fig. l0-. This
scene shoultl hc conrpared with a sirnilar one depictecl in a l-iria vase.

'['he rlocuntcntation work irtvolvecl (andrktill inv<llves) cornplele scientilic tracing (contact

tnrcirrg over Irirnsparcnt plastic slrcets with.natural or artit'icially ir.nprovecl grazing light;.
clctailcd photoltraphic lecolding, and geological analysis.

We woulcl like to thank thc Pot'tuguese governrnent and archaeological and political
arrthoritieswirrinrarlcpossiblc(wehopcinaclefirritiveway)wrtha nobledecrsionthesavln-u

ol'the areir antl scicntific rcscarch.

Pitt't ol'this rkrcurtront is availahle rlrrline in TRACCti Onlinc liock Art flulletin n. 5 at:

Ir t I 
1 
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