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Dear Editor,

We read with interest the article ‘Public Participation in
Healthcare Student Education: An Umbrella Review’ by Nowell
et al. [1]. Their work highlights the benefits of involving patients
in healthcare education, such as enhancing empathy, patient-
centred decision-making and safety [1].

The PULPIT Consortium, funded by ERASMUS+, promotes
public and patient involvement (PPI) in the interprofessional
education (IPE) of healthcare students [2]. Our project ad-
dresses students' limited early patient interaction and poor
understanding of patient-centred care and healthcare roles.
We aim to implement an educational module that will be
freely accessible through a dedicated online platform, as well
as recommendations for PPI in the IPE of undergraduate
healthcare students, following the ‘Vancouver Statement’ [3].
This project builds upon two main partner initiatives: the
‘Health Mentors Programme’, coordinated by the Patient and
Community Partnership for Education (PCPE; https://health.
ubc.ca/pepe), and the ‘Patient as a Person’ project [4], deve-
loped by the Maastricht University and the Patient as a Person
Foundation (https://mensachterdepatient.nl/), which have
been instrumental in advancing patient involvement in
healthcare education.

Nowell et al.'s article [1] is a valuable resource for raising
awareness of the benefits and complexities of PPI in healthcare
education. Despite the wealth of research on the benefits,
authentic patient involvement in IPE remains a blind spot. We
challenge interprofessional educators to involve ‘Experts by
Experience’ (EBEs) in all aspects of IPE (curriculum design,
delivery, research and evaluation) so that students can learn
how to collaborate with the public and patients as equal and
valued members of the healthcare team. It is long overdue and
is the core purpose of the PULPIT Consortium.
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