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Introduction

Psychological trauma can occur at any time in life [1], and when it happens during childhood or adolescence, it may have negative

repercussions on mental health that prevail in adult life [2].

Empathy is composed of affective and cognitive components that can be developed throughout life [3], and child victims can show problems

empathizing with others [4].

The main objective of this study was to evaluate the relationship between childhood victimization trauma experiences and empathy among

incarcerated males.

Materials and Methods

Types of crimes

N= 99 inmates males

B Age: between 18 and 73 years
E. old [M =37.96, SD = 116]
E Nationality Drug trafficking
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Portuguese Cape Verdean Angolan Others*

*(e.g., Brasilian, French)
*(e.g., kidnapping, attempted murder)

/0
60
50
40
30
20
10

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Professional situation before detention

20
7
— :
—
Unemployed Student Retired

Inmates professions before detention

11
5 5 4
- S N— e
Bricklayer Driver Gardener Machine

operator

*(e.g., baker, security)
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Participants answered face-to-face to a sociodemographic questionnaire, to the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire — CTQ [5] and the

Interpersonal Reactivity Index — IRI [6].

Results

Table 1

All the participants experienced all types of victimization in their

Correlation between childwood victimization and empathy (n=99)

childhood: emotional abuse, physical abuse, emotional neglect,

1 2 3 5 6 7/ 8 9 10 11
phySicaI neglect, and sexual abuse. 1. CTQ total 1,89 83" 47" 86"  ,80** 10 02 02 18 04
: otal score p - ’ ’ ’ ’ ) ’ ’ ’
The experience of emotional neglect (M=9.56; SD=5.19) showed the
N i ] . . . 4 . 2. CTQ Emotional Abuse 1 71 , 317 747 ,65** ,13 -,03 ,13 ,11 ,10
highest incidence of child victimization, and the other types of
ViCtimization ShOwed moderate rates. 3. CTQ Emotional Neglect 32™ 64" (B2 X* ,00 -,07 -,04 ;10 ,00
The analysis of the IRI confirmed high values of perspective taking 4.CTQ Sexual Abuse 127" 33 3 01 17 100 13
(M=16.70, SD=4.00), empathic concern (M=17.83, 5D=3.69), 5. CTQ Physical Abuse 1 ,62%* 14 ,02 66 ,21* ,00
personal) distress (M=9.84, SD=4.88), and fantasy (M=13.09, . (L T i
SD=4.39) among the participants.
w . 8 _ . 7. IRI Total LIS GO LW+ ,66
We found a positive and significant correlation between childhood
. . . .o . 8. IRI Perspective Taking 1 ,50%* -,16 ,10
trauma and interpersonal reactivity, specifically concerning the
physical abuse (r=.22, p=.03) and the physical neglect (r=.24, p=.02) 9 'RiEmpathic Concern LM 078 388
on childhood with the presence of personal distress on adulthood. 10. IRI Personal Distress 10
All the subscales of child victimization have a significant and positive 1, iz rantasy :

correlation with the total score of CTQ.

Note. * p<.05; ** p< .01

Discussion and Conclusions

This study pointed out the emotional neglect as the most frequent victimization in childhood, and this result is similar to previous studies
[5,7]. Contrarily to some researches [8], our sample showed high general rates of empathy on inmates. It was also possible to verify that
physical abuse and physical neglect during childhood, can influence the experience of distress in those incarcerated adults. Therefore, we

conclude that the traumatic events of victimization bring negative repercussions to adult life [2].

References:

[1] Eizirik, M., Schestatsky, S., Knijnik, L., Terra, L., & Ceitlin, L. (2006). Contratransferéncia e trauma psiquico. Revista de Psiquiatria, 28(3), 314-320. d0i:10.1590/5S0101-81082006000300010

[2] Bower G. H., Sivers H. (1998). Cognitive impact of traumatic events. Development and Psychopathology, 10(4), 625-653. doi: 10.1017/S0954579498001795

[3] Davis, M. H. (1996). Empathy: A social psychological approach. Boulder, CO: Westview.

[4] Brooks, M. (2011). Youth Experiences of Victimization:A Contextual Analysis. Canada Department of Justice. Retrieved from: https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/cj-jp/victim/rd5-rr5/p5.html

[5 Dias, A., Sales, L., Carvalho, A., Castro-Vale, I., Kleber, R., & Cardoso, R. M. (2013). Estudo de propriedades psicométricas do Questionario de Trauma de Infancia — Versdo breve numa amostra portuguesa nao clinica. Laboratorio de Psicologia, 11(2), 103-120.

doi:10.14417/1p.11.2.713
[6] Limpo, T., Alves, R. A., & Catro, S. L. (2010). Medir a empatia: Adaptacdo portuguesa do indice de Reactividade Interpessoal. Laboratdrio de Psicologia, 8(2), 171-184. doi:10.14417/lp.640

[7] Thombs, B. D., Bernstein, D. P., Lobbestael, J., & Arntz, A. (2009). A validation study of the Dutch Childhood Trauma Questionnaire-Short Form: Factor structure, reliability, and known-groups validity. Child Abuse & Neglect, 33(8), 518-523. doi: 10.1016/j.chiabu.2009.03.001

[8] Lin, H., Yang, Y., McFatter, R., Biggar, R. W., & Perkins, R. (2017). Inmates’ empathy in relation to perceived parenting and attachment working models. Journal of Criminal Psychology, 7(4), 302-3018. doi:10.1108/JCP-09-2016-00248



