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Abstract. With its unique geographical position, Portugal is a pivotal player in the global digital connectivity landscape. This issue is primarily due to its strategic location and the substantial presence of critical submarine cables. Legal protection and monitoring of these cables is fundamental to national security, digital sovereignty, and the country’s economy.
The significance of submarine cables in global communication is undeniable. These cables, which carry over 98 per cent of global intercontinental communications, are critical infrastructure for energy, health, defence, transport and finance. With numerous cables docking and crossing its continental shelf, Portugal’s geographical location is a central hub for digital interconnectivity.
Following EU Directives 2022/2555 and 2022/2557 and the revised 2023 EU Maritime Security Strategy, submarine cables must be considered critical national infrastructure, with enhanced protection and state monitoring. A new international agreement is proposed to criminalise malicious or reckless disruption of cables, addressing the limitations of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Coastal states – including Portugal – should take active jurisdiction within their exclusive economic zone and continental shelf to monitor, protect and regulate cables. This issue encompasses environmental and seismic factors. However, safeguarding submarine cables is not solely a national duty. International cooperation is essential. NATO, the European Union and South-east Asian nations have led this effort. They have been enhancing protection, surveillance and collaborative measures to defend cables against hybrid threats and sabotage, ensuring the resilience of global digital connectivity.
In summary, a medium-term national action plan is proposed to position Portugal as a global hub of digital interconnectivity. This plan includes creating a centre of excellence for cable resilience, diplomatic promotion, attracting investment in data centres and strengthening naval surveillance and cybersecurity. The medium-term strategic objectives include reinforcing digital sovereignty, attracting technological investment, and establishing Portugal as an international leader in maritime security and digital infrastructure.
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(ONCE AGAIN, IN THE SELVAGENS ISLANDS, FOR THE PROTECTION OF SUBMARINE CABLES!)
Duarte Lynce de Faria (ORCID - 0000-0002-9569-4281) 
1 CINAV - Portuguese Naval Academy, Base Naval de Lisboa, Alfeite-Almada, Portugal.
cinav@marinha.pt 

Abstract: The issue of the delimitation of maritime spaces in Portugal was addressed in our master's thesis in 1998 at the Faculty of Law of Lisbon. In this context, we analysed the issue of the Selvagens Archipelago and the delimitation of the southern flank of national maritime spaces, particularly about the exclusive economic zone (and the continental shelf) vis-à-vis the Canary Islands archipelago.
The matter was not addressed again (at least formally) between the two countries. In Portugal's proposal to extend the continental shelf to 350 miles, the issue was deliberately left out to avoid provoking a possible complaint from Spain.
Without wishing to call this proposal into question, it is nevertheless interesting, almost fifty years after the famous Guarda Agreements on the delimitation of the maritime areas then existing between the Parties, signed on 12 February 1976, to revisit and update some of the most important points defended at the time.
The opportunity, in our view, lies in the fact that there are currently plans to strengthen the powers of coastal States over the continental shelf, particularly for the effective monitoring and control of activities relating to submarine cables and the use of sensitive information concerning the seabed and subsoil, as well as the monitoring of vessels involved in the collection of sensitive information, including in the overlying water column.
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